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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA
HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

1913-2009

From a study of organized interscholastic competition in South Carolina, we find that our State was among the
first in the nation to become conscious of the need of an interscholastic organization. As early as 1907, the
Piedmont Section of South Carolina had a ten-school association sponsoring track and oratory. The first known
attempt to conduct competition on a statewide basis was made by the University of South Carolina. In 1910, Mr.
F. E. Schofield, then Physical Education Director at the University, invited the high schools of the State to hold a
track meet on the University grounds. The success of this event and a similar meet the following year prompted
a few school men to work closely with the University of South Carolina in organizing the Inter-High School
Athletic and Oratorical Association in 1913. The first President was Mr. R. C. Burts and the first Secretary-
Treasurer was Mr. J. B. Coleman.

The success of the Inter-High School Athletic and Oratorical Association was due largely to the sponsorship of
the University of South Carolina. The Extension Division of the University conducted High School Week until
1928 when the state ceased its financial aid to the Extension Division. The University faculty and facilities were
of tremendous value in the efficiency of the first association.

By 1920 the activities of the Association were so varied and membership had so increased that reorganization
seemed necessary. A reorganization committee was appointed, and at a meeting held April 21, 1921, a new
Constitution was adopted. The new Constitution transferred the control of the organization from the University to
the high school officials. The University of South Carolina’s only voice in the League was a representative on the
Executive Committee. However, the high schools, while theoretically functioning for themselves, had to depend
upon the University for facilities, publications and general assistance.

The 1921 reorganization changed the name of the Inter-High School Athletic and Oratorical Association of South
Carolina to the “South Carolina High School League.” The administrative body of the new League was an
Executive Committee composed of the President, the Vice-President (one in charge of each event), the
Secretary-Treasurer and a member of the Extension Division of the University of South Carolina.

The early growth of the League may be shown better through its increased membership. The 1913 membership
is not known. In 1921 the membership was only 30 schools. In 1925 this number increased to 121 necessitating
a division of the state into nine districts. In 1930 the membership numbered 127.

By 1931 the League had outgrown the efficiency of its Constitution, and a committee was appointed to rewrite
the Constitution. A Constitution, written by Mr. Charles M. Lockwood, was adopted at the League meeting of
April 28, 1933.

To keep pace with the increasing demand for promotion and control of interscholastic competition, the
Constitution was rewritten in 1948. At this time, Mr. Ernest W. Stokes became Executive Secretary, the first full-
time employee of the League. Mr. C. M. Lockwood, who had served as Secretary- Treasurer since 1932,
became the Treasurer in 1948. In 1954, Lawrence B. Graves became Executive Secretary. Mr. Graves was
appointed Executive Secretary-Treasurer in 1965 and served in this capacity until his retirement in 1980. Jim
Pinkerton became Executive Director in 1980 after serving ten years as the Assistant Executive Director. H. A.
Pete Ayoub, Assistant Executive Director for six years, was appointed Executive Director in 1986. Upon his
retirement in 1998, Ronald H. Matthews was appointed Executive Director after serving thirteen and one-half
years as Assistant/Associate Executive Director. In 2005, Ronald H. Matthews retired and Jerome Singleton
became Executive Director after serving ten years in both Assistant and Associate Executive Director positions.
Mr. Singleton was appointed Commissioner in 2007.

In 1948 the League became a member of the National Federation of State High School Athletic Associations.
The Association, with other State Associations, has contributed much to the League’s growth since that time.

The membership increased to 261 in 1948, which represented 86% of the high schools in the State. In 1954, the
League’s membership dropped to 257 but represented 100% of the public high schools of South Carolina. The
League has maintained this 100% even though the number of schools decreased to 215 during the 1968-69
school year.

Beginning with the 1969-70 school year, the South Carolina Secondary School Activities Association was
merged with the League. The 2008-09 League membership numbered 202 high schools and 201 junior high
and middle schools. The League’s activities are now offered to over 338,000 students.


